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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-294
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the General Counsel
Date of Introduction: May 14, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, F
Date of Analysis: May 14, 2013
Type of Action: Extension of outside counsel engagement agreement; appropriation
Bill Summary: The bill extends the City’s contract with Finger & Nelson, PLLC to continue providing outside legal counsel for environmental issues relating to compliance with state and federal consent orders for ash sites and formerly closed landfills.  The bill appropriates $50,000 from the Public Works Department’s Professional Services account to pay for these services.
Background Information: In December 2012 the City Council approved the engagement of Kristina Nelson of Finger & Nelson as outside counsel with a contract cap of $50,000.  Ms. Nelson had been the City’s environmental expert in the Office of General Counsel before leaving the government for private practice.  The Office of General Counsel has determined that it is most expedient to retain Ms. Nelson’s expertise in the City’s ash site and landfill litigation on a contractual basis for use as needed.
Policy Impact Area: Outside legal counsel
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $50,000 from the Public Works Department’s Professional Services account.
Analyst: Clements
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